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.- The governor wants the
-issue of forced overtime

negotiated through
collective bargannng

: SY ELiZABETH GUDRAIS
T JOURNAL STATE: HOUSE BUREAU
L -PROVIDENCE Z. Governor
Carcieri angered and disappointed
- ‘nurses across the state yesterday
+-with his veto of a bill that would bar

« “ think we’re‘'all feeling kind of

o crushed ».said Barbara Hunger, a
-oregistered nurse at Women: & In- -
xfants :Hospital, Hunger-‘said she’
“and a group of nurses had met with
:2: the governor’s policy staff 'a day -
earlierto urge him to sign:the bill -

rather than merely letting it be-
=0 comelaw without his signature; as

. he does ‘with the vast majority ‘of
+bills. Hunger said they knewaveto -
. might be in the cards, but had re- -

.- mained optimistic.

inthe Senate, “I'm just

ke bﬂl- ‘sponsoréd by Rep. Raymond

| .. hospitals .from forcing, nurses. to.
" 'work overtime,

Sa.ld state. Sen. Joﬁn J. Tassomz
t_l_lﬁeld,"ﬁ-Who sponsored

: that he would do some—_ ‘-

.. .E. Gallison Jr., D-Bristol. Carcieri
__has yet to act on the Senate ver- |
“sion, which was not given to him :
. until Thursday, the legislative data |
_ system shows. The governor’s of- -

fice is still reviewing the mounds of
bills‘that were passed in the ses-
sion’s final days; and the House

" and Senate just finished transmit-

ting hills yesterday
Carcieri wrote in h.ls veto mess—

" age that forced overtime is. some-
.thing that “should be negotiated:
through the_z coﬂectlve bargmmng_

process

“The bill’s backers begged to dif-:
fer:Hospitals such as.Qur'Lady of:
. “Fatima: and Kerit Hospital,-where |
‘nurses are not unionized, can’t ne-|

gotiate* their -working “‘conditions
- collectively:: “They-don’t ‘have a
:voice, ‘and- they ‘were hoping the
g _General Assembly would be theu'g
ivoxce *Tassoni said. @ .+~

~Carcleri- also -claimed the bill ;
‘would -worsen the shortage of
‘nurses in. Rhode - Island ‘because
-hospitals would need to hire peo- |
-pletofill shifts they could previous-
Iy have filled. through::overtime.
- Gallison -said ‘that argument, too :
" was. szg‘uIded I—Ie ‘said- nurs-|
etoedtheI—Iouse T
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es. finishmg their training and -
looking for jobs would be drawn

to Rhiode Island if they knew they
couldn’t be forced to work back-
to-back shifts on a regular basis.

" “We do have.a severe nursmg; :
: shortage " Gallison: sald ‘Thzs s

;one of the reasons.” =~

“!Gallison :noted that the bill

. passed unanxmousiy;
; _‘.san Support;

. session begins, in January. Tasso-

ni; Gallison and Hunger all sald_

: ithey wolild be pushing for that.

vetoed late this week. Carcieri al-
so nixed the Assembly’s efforts'to
‘require insurers to bear part of the
burden of hospitals’ bad debt; to

.create a state Department of Vet:
“meant to apply to paid, not volun~
*: teer, positions. He also said the bill |
-wouid entangle the. Rhode Is]and

erans’ Affairs; and to apply equal-
‘opportunity ‘and " affirmative-ac-

tion” laws to the ‘governor’s ap- '
pomtments to boards and com- "

- rmssmns

“The: hospltal debt bﬂI would :

- have forced insurers to compen:

sate hOSpltaIS for a portion of the

copays and deductibles that hos- -

pitals are unableto collect. Carcie- -
i o objected to the bill'in part be-

cauise it would. levy-a ne
cent “bed tax” on hosplt
es.

- znothelieve ..
“ another new bureaucracy-—e: _
-cially one as carele_ssly crafted as:

v Legislative Ieaders have not _
said yet whether they will refum
S0 ovemde vetoes. before the new:
“land’s veterans.”

-’ torial appointments toboardsand -
.-+ The ;mandatory-overtime bﬂl :
' Was one of four bills the governor. -
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The tax Iamnakers pro osed

» “will undoubtedly lead to increas-: |
o mgthe overall cost of health care,”

Carcieri wrote. “These costs will-
eventually be:passed on to con-:
sumers, making health care more
expen'sive_ tothe consumerandre- -
sulting in an incréase in the num- '
ber of uninsured.”

‘Regarding the proposed cre-
ation of a Department of Veter- |
ans” Affairs— a bill sponsored by, /

Rep. ‘Kenneth Carter,” D-North..

Kingstown - Carcieri wrote: “Ido.
-that establishing yet -

the one called for in this bill —.-
does anything ¢o assxst Rhode Is— ®

Regarding subjecting gubema c

commissions to equal-opportini: -

tyand affirmative-actionlaws-—3a"
‘bill sponsored by Rep. Joseph 8.
" Almeida, D-Providence — Carcie- *

risaid he did not veto the bill otit of'

a lack of support for those laws.

Rather, he said those laws ‘were '

'rocess by aliomng the board to |
_eject appolntments “The Sen- |
‘ate™ == which gives adv1ce and |

i consent tothe governor’s nomina-

tions — “can rejéct appointments |

that fail to reflect the diversity of

te,” Caraen wrote
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